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Smart Renewable Energy Project (SREP )

Climate & Energy 
Workshop

Words by Devon Morin

Media Release

RE: Climate & Energy Workshop, August 
2, 2023 

Summary

Smart Renewable Energy Project 
(SREP) Coordinator, Devon Morin hosted 
a Climate & Energy Workshop held on 
August 2, 2023 at the Howard Buffalo 
Memorial Centre from 4 P.M. to 8 p.m. 
Doors opened at 4:00 p.m. and people 
started to enter the HBMC to attend the 
engagement, the engagement started with 
introducing everyone. Presentations were 
given by Chad Simon, who used footage 
from his projects while giving updates 
from all his ongoing water projects with 
Nipiy (Groundwater well improvements, 
drinking water advisories project, Water 

Main Replacement/ Facilities Project, 
Water feasibility study, 3 mile drainage 
project). 
Shalaize Buffalo also gave a presentation 
from her projects the Climate Resiliency 
Capacity Building (CRCB) she gave a 
brief description of her projects and hows 
shes recording everyone willing to give 
information regarding their personal living 
areas or traditional lands that grow herbs, 
so that we may save them and mark them 
on a map weather its sightings trails, 
animals, and even climate change. Where 
have you seen the most change over the 
years to the environment? Drained ponds 
missing wildlife. 
Tiran Smallboy Zorthian, during the 
workshop tabletop activity engaged the 
nation members and asked about housing 
from house occupants and asked
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questions like “where in your house do you 
feel the most comfortable”, Questions like 
this were asked to figure out where nation 
members use most of their time and would 
eventually lead to showing how nation 
member could save a lot more money by 
being more energy efficient and small
teachings for nation members to learn how 
to retro-fit themselves. 
Dana Mears, works with Urban Systems 
and asked nation members what their 
hopes & dreams are for the nation in 
regards to all the presentations given by 
all the facilitators present. Devon Morin, 
He gave a brief summary on his renewable 
projects such as the Community Energy 
Plan (CEP), the Electric Vehicle charger 
port Level 2, this is a project to have a EV 
charging port to be installed within Samson 
CTA.

During this Climate & Energy workshop 
facilitators gave their personal presentations 
involving their individual projects. After 
this the workshop changed to a hands-on 
activity in which each facilitator engaged the 
nation members to ask questions for their 
projects. With the data collected from this 
engagement, it assists with Coordinators 
to have a better understanding of what the
nation wants to see in each program.

Ashley Saddleback- General Manager for 
Tipahaskahn Kamik Pillar. 
*Summary, Ashley provided general 
support and her feedback on the questions 
each facilitator had in regards to their 
respective areas was relevant to each of 
the facilitators project ideas.
Katty Okeymow-Admin assistant to the 
General Manager

Devon Morin-SREP Projects
Chad Simon-Nipiy Projects

Shalaize Buffalo-CRCB Projects
Tiran Smallboy-Zorthian-IODI Projects
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*Summary, Katty looked after the tickets 
and front door sign in sheets, provided 
general support.

Chad Simon- Water Projects (NIPIY) 
Coordinator
*Summary, Chad gave a presentation & 
video and gave a brief update on all his 
water projects, He showed how his projects 
have supported the community and where 
his projects will lead.

Tiran Smallboy-Zorthian- Indigenous Off-
Diesel Initiative (IODI) Coordinator
*Summary, Tiran spoke with nation 
members and asked which location in their
household is the most comfortable, and 
where they see the most energy
consumption/loss.

Shalaize Buffalo- Climate Resiliency 
Capacity Building (CRCB) Coordinator
*Summary, Shalaize provided a map of the 
reserve, & spoke with attending members
who could provide any information on the 
traditional side, as to where any traditional
herbs grow and any difference they may 

have seen over the years because of 
climate change.

Stan Orlesky- Fortis, Alberta
*Summary, Stan provided info for anyone 
interested in Fortis, with material to support
any questions the people may have had.
Myles Rain - Maintenance Manager
*Summary, Myles provided booths for 3rd 
party companies who can set up spots
for the community members who have 
questions for their involvement within the
nation.

Dana Mears, Urban Systems
*Summary, Dana asked nation members 
what their hopes & dreams are for each of
the presentations given during the 
workshop. Urban systems provided the 
large print papers which facilitators used to 
engage the nation members.

Craig Roan, Elder for invocation
*Summary, Craig did opening prayer for 
the workshop while praying over the food
in the workshop
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Photos and Words by Glinis Buffalo

Mimiw Sakahikan (Pigeon Lake) 
Land2Lab Camp

On July 4 - 6, 2023, Samson Community 
Wellness Department, Samson Cree 
Nation, hosted the Land2Lab Camp at 
Campground 2, Mimiw Sakahikan (Pigeon 
Lake), Treaty 6 Territory, in partnership 
with the University of Alberta. Samson 
Cree Nation recognizes Pigeon Lake 
as an important ecological and integral 
significance to our language and culture 
because it is an area immersed in our 
Treaty and Inherent Rights to hunt, fish, 
trap and gather medicines.

Day 1, July 4th started with a Water 
Ceremony on healing the water led by 
our Elder Bernice Stoney and Elder Mary 
Rose Johnson. This was a powerful way 
to reconnect our Nehiyaw relationship with 
Pigeon Lake and tributaries, territory and 
the land. Following the ceremony, Alberta 
Environment and Parks set nets to be left 
overnight. It is a lottery on how many and 
what the net will collect.

After the ceremony, it was a jam-packed 
agenda to promote immersion to learn 
about Nipiy (water) and Kehiw (fish) from 
our Elders and their teachings on the land. 
Elders and youth had the opportunity to 
learn water sampling methods through 
hands-on training from the University of 
Alberta and collect benthic invertebrates. 
The Battleriver Watershed Association led 
the group activity on benthic invertebrates.
The next activity was the sharing of a water 
poem by the elders and the youth having 
the chance to discuss what is water and 
why water is important to them. Why do we 

care about Nîpîy? Nîpîy binds us together 
and as a giver of life, it reminds us that 
we are all related. Some of the youths 
commented included: “Water is the most 
important medicine. As Water is one of the 
four Natural Laws. It is a sacred relative 
and carries knowledge. Water is the blood 
of Mother Earth and connects us to one 
another. Water is so important and vital to 
all living things”.  

Day 2, July 5th started with an opening pray 
to bless the day and the creator. Alberta 
Parks and Environment brought in over 40 
fish from the nets they set up the previous 
day.  Elders and youth with assistance from 
AEP identified the fish, there was adult and 
baby fish for Yellow Perch, Walleye and 
Whitefish. The fish were then dissected by 
AEP with the guts and the whole fish listed 
on the Chain of Custody form. 

A group discussion was held with the Elders 
and Youth and the University of Alberta on 
water quality and the physical properties of 
a water body can be analyzed for its health 
and to determine any negative indicators. 
The fogginess of the water is measured by 
turbidity, which uses light to pass through 
water and determines the suspended 
particles within it and can help identify 
harmful substances. These particles can 
act as a shield to harmful microorganisms 
within the water and hide them from water 
treatments. Youth also used Education test 
kit equipment to sample the fish in Pigeon 
Lake. The Education test kit consisted of 
tools such as thermometers, conductivity 
meters, test strips, reacher sticks, and 
sample cups. Also, the participants would 
find a dissolved oxygen test kit and a reel 
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to help you do physical surveys of water 
bodies you test. The youth had the learning 
opportunity to measure parameters of 
testing the PH of the water and cut up the 
whole fish sample and identify the parts.  
Youth also with fish rods went fishing and 
swimming from the shore of Campground 
2. The youth enjoyed the water as the 
temperature was warm and beautiful.
Azure Johnson, Pigeon Lake resident and 
Fisher, provided a demonstration on the 
importance of fishing equipment and the 
opportunities and challenges for the fish 
and water.  Elders shared their history on 
the importance of fish in Mimiw Sakahikan.  
Youth collected the samples from the boat 
and on shore. The names of the samples 
were written in Cree and sent to a lab in 
Edmonton. The turbidity was measured 
and dissolved oxygen.

Day 3, July 6th started with the Elders, 
youth and their families taking an early 
bus ride to the University of Alberta from 
Samson Community Wellness.  Once 
everyone arrived there was an opening 
prayer at the University of Alberta. The Arlos 
(Engineering) and Johnson (Sociology) 
Research Groups at the University of 

Alberta shared the project are grounded 
in ceremony and rooted in Nehiyawak 
Teachings. The research groups planned 
the “Lab” portion of the camp with the 
support from the Faculty of Engineering 
and the I-STEAM Pathway Program at the 
UofA.  Elders and youth were immersed 
in western science for indicators of water 
quality: physical, chemical and biological 
parameters. Youth had the opportunity to 
go on a tour of the University of Alberta 
to learn more about what programs the 
University of Alberta has available.  The 
final activity of the Land2Lab Camp was the 
youth and elders writing a Letter to the land 
and water. What the land and water mean 
to them and why it is vital for our existing 
generations to work together to protect our 
water source and the land. 

The Land2Lab was exciting and well-
organized event. Samson Community 
Wellness will be hosting a camp in Fall. 
Stay tuned and reach out to Glinis Buffalo 
at gbuffaloconsulting@gmail.com for more 
information and volunteer opportunities.



Reclaiming
Our Knowledge
 2023
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August 8-10, 2023
Words by Ashley Lightning, Source SCN Facebook 
post on August 11, 2023. 
Samson Willowview Building: “Here are some 
photos from the Reclaiming Our Knowledge 
Conference. It was held from August 8-10, 2023, 
outside of the Willowview Building. It was an 
awesome couple of days! Great speakers, presenters 
and facilitators. They had workshops such as tipi 
teachings, plant medicine, archery & Cree name 
places, rights of passage, kinship, traditional 
parenting and more! There was also a youth panel. 
They had people come and share their wisdom. 
Hopefully everyone got to take away & learn 
something new. There was also breakfast, lunch 
and snacks provided throughout the event including 
door prizes. Thank you to all the staff, volunteers 
& cooks that helped set up this event for the 
Community. 

Thank you to the sponsors such as Samson 
Community Wellness, Integrated Family Services, 
Nipisihkopahk Social Development, Indian 
Residential School (IRS) program, Group I.A.P. and 
Workforce Training & Development.” 

Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 1110 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

I.O.D.I.

MC was Councilor Brian Lightning. Morning Prayer by John 
Crier and Rita Cutknife. Drum Group Maskwa Ridge and 
Mountain Kree. Chief Vernon Saddleback and Councilors 
present. 
Speakers/Presentations by: John Crier, Rights of 
Passage. Dennis & Sandy Omeasoo, Grief From A 
Cultural Perspective. Josephine Buffalo, Plant Medicine. 

Marilyn Rowan, Traditional Parenting. 
Veronica Cutknife, Women’s Role & 
Responsibilities. Rose Saddleback, 
Kinship. Treffery Deerfoot, Traditional 
Tobacco Teachings. Brad Rabbit, Tipi 
Teachings. Bruce Cutknife, Archery & 
Cree Name Places.
Equine Healing at Pat Buffalo’s 
residence. 

Keynote Speakers: Regena Crowfoot, 
Michael Hart, Dr. Esther Tailfeathers. 

There was a Mini Pow Wow with 
dancers on the first day. 

Youth Panel: Kristopher Buffalo, 
Christie Nepoose, Gilbert Buffalo, 
Kykrys Bruno, Tymon Carter and 
Shanley Buffalo. 

Thank you to the Personal Care 
providers: Wendy Buffalo, Sarah Joe 
Buffalo, Carly Simon, Kareem Kanji, 
Muriel Lee, David Loree and Clint 
Morin. 

Nipisihkopahk Wellness and Social 
Development Chairperson, Frank 
Buffalo. Senior Manager, Heather 
Buffalo. 

Indigenous Off-Diesel Initiative - Mountain 
Cree/Smallboy Camp 

Tipahaskahn Kamik Field Trip
Pipe Ceremony Acknowledging 3-month 

probation period completion for IODI Coordinator 
Tiran Smallboy-Zorthian

 On July 18th, 2023. Tiran (Tee-rawn) 
Smallboy-Zorthian took Samson Cree Nation’s 
Tipahaskahn Kamik Energy team to Mountain 
Cree/Smallboy Camp. He was also accompanied 
by a council member Armand Swampy. There 
in the Camp Tiran Gathered the elders to host a 
prayer ceremony, to acknowledge the completion 
of the 3-month probation period for the IODI 
Coordinator position within SCN. 
On March 20th, Tiran agreed to be the Energy 
Champion for the Indigenous Off-Diesel Initiative 
(IODI) program, Samson Cree Nation applied for 

the grant on behalf of the Camp. IODI Energy 
Champions, are then required to participate in a 
capacity building program called “20/20 Catalyst 
Program”. Energy Champions then travel to 
three locations, learning about Indigenous-led 
Renewable Energy Projects across Canada. 
Tiran has completed the 20/20 Catalyst program 
during the 3 months probation period with SCN. 
With the completion of the 3-month probation 
period and, 20/20 Catalyst program. Tiran is now 
entering Phase 2 of the IODI program. To begin 
planning and engaging community members to 
develop a community energy plan, to determine 
what is the most suitable Sacred Renewable 
Energy Project, that can be implemented within 
the Camps Kisiko Awasis School. 
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August 16, 2023
This vacuum truck was purchased for the Water/Wastwater Servicing program which will be forming 
later this year or early next year. The Nation will be hiring and training individuals to service the water 
and wastewater systems in Samson. Chad Simon. 

July 25, 2023. Lake Louise 40th Year Anniversary of business in Lake Louise. Mini Pow Wow. Photo 
by SML Maintenance Manager Phil. 
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Photographers: Jeffrey Heyden-Kaye, Lee Paul, Curtis 
Cameron, Brad Calihoo, Delorna Buffalo-Makinaw. 

Initiation for Youth Dancers. 

Samson Cree Nation Pow Wow 2023

August 11-13, 2023
The SCN Pow Wow took place in 
Maskwacis at Bear Hills Park (the arbour 
in Ermineskin). The pow wow committee, 
volunteers, workers and security 
organized a very good event this year. It 
took a lot planning, hard work and long 
hours but the memories will be worth it. 
Thank you to the pipe carriers who prayed 
for the pow wow prior to the event.  

The weather was good all weekend, 
thank you to the Elders and people for the 
prayers. There were people from Texas, 
New Mexico, Wisconsin. People came 
from Nova Scotia and Manitoba in Canada 
and a viewer on the Samson Youtube 

channel was tuning in from Paris. Thank 
you Tom Crier for the live feed, Pow Wow 
Thunder for the audio and Clayton Crain 
from C&T Tabulating. A big thank you to 
Peace Hills Insurance for the sponsorship. 

Thank you to the following: The MCs, 
dancers, singers, Elders, visiting Chiefs 
and Councilors, Lieutenant Governor of 
Alberta Salma Lakhani, vendors, the crew 
who kept the pow wow grounds clean 
and the visitors who came from all across 
Turtle Island. As well,  the organizers for 
golf, baseball, parade, Initiation, rodeo, 
poker and hand games all did a good job 
in their categories and deserve a big thank 
you for the planning. 
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Thank you to the departments who set 
up at the grounds to provide services: 
Emergency Management, Integrated 
Family Services, Elder & Assisted 
Living Department, Medical Services 
(Ambulance), Maskwacis Cultural College 
and IFS had a Sensory TP available and 
the Maskwacis RCMP detachment had 
their TP up as well. 

The drum groups were: Host drum-
Sharpshooter, 2 Mile Style, Trail Mix, 

Red Tail, Sorrel Rider, Young Spirit, 
Stony River, Whitefish Jrs, Ho-Chunk 
Station, Warrior Society, Abraham 
Lake, Wandering Spirit, Muskwa Ridge, 
Mountain Kree, Saddleback and Pigeon 
Creek. 

Once again, thank you all, have a safe 
rest of the year and we will see you all 
back here in 2024. Hai Hai and of course, 
thank you to the Creator. 
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Above Photo. The Peace Hills Trust Special-Old 
Style Jingle. Congratulations to the winners. 1st 
Tayanne Devine. 2nd Jordan Eagle. 3rd. Michelle 
Whitecalf. 4. Jarzara Littlewolf. 

Photo left. Peace Hills Trust Special-Ladies 
Contemporary Jingle Dance. 1st Nihtanis Dusty 
Horn. 2nd Elisa Gadwa. 3rd Junay Tootoosis. 4 
Jesena Blackfres. 

Photo bottom. Peace Hills Trust-Men’s Chicken 
Dance Special. 1st Sheldon Scalplock. 2nd 
Kessin Thompson. 3rd Joel Tootoosis. 4 James 
Jones. 5 Ocean Rain. 6 Sheldon Scalplock Jr. 7 
Danie Roan. 8 Colin Rain. 

Left Photo. Peace Hills General Insurance-Ladies 
Fancy Dance Special. 1st Tricia Alberta. 2nd 
Lakesha Marie. 3rd Jessena Verez. 4 Shannon 
Swiftwolf. 

Left Photo. Peace Hills General Insurance-Men’s 
Fancy Dance Special. 1st Marcus Pahtehkan. 2nd 
James Jones. 3rd Darrell Brertton Jr. 4 Buster 
Cleveland. 

Left Photo: Sr Princess, Allaya Brown Roan. Tiny 
Tot, Kalaya Buffalo. Jr Princess, Caydence Simon. 
Little Warrior, Kylen Buffalo. Thank you Outgoing 
Royalty you represented SCN very well. 
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August 12, 2023
Ponoka, Calnash Trucking Ag Event Centre: 
Interview with Browning, Montana Cowboy. 

Guide: What’s your name?

Andrew: My name is Andrew Whiteman and I am 
from Browning, Montana. I’m here for bareback 
riding. I got a score of 74 here today at the 
Ponoka Samson Cree rodeo. 

Guide: Did you win the division?

Andrew: I am not sure because there is another 
round tomorrow but I marked a 74 today. 

Guide: Is 74 a high score in that category?

Andrew: Yes that’s a good average. 

Guide: Who is your Mom and Dad?

Andrew: Gerald and Maria Whiteman from 
Browning. 

Guide: Is there anything you want to say to the 
people in Maskwacis?

Andrew: Thank you for putting on the rodeo. I had 
fun. I should be up here more often. I can’t wait to 
see you guys next year. I’ll hit it even harder. 

Guide: Thank you, you have a safe trip home. 

Jacobie Todechine, New Mexico. 

Andrew 
Whiteman
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August 16, 2023
Good luck to our AIG golfers. Team Nipisihkopahk. Chad Jr, Dylan Jr, Takobi, Cody Jr, Jaden. Let’s go 
boys. Photo: Barbara Dumigan-Jackson and Kaylyn Buffalo-White. 
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Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

The Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 
(News)
Communications Manager
Delorna Makinaw
Email: dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media Assistant: 
Ashley Lightning
Email: comms@samsoncree.com 

Samson Communications Department: 
Box 159 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-3793.

SCN Departments: Please send your announcements, 
events or information to the Acimowin for publication. 
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the Acimowin. 
Please make it a JPEG or PDF format to save paper. 

Social Media: 
Facebook, Instagram, Youtube, Twitter and Snapchat. 
 

Website: 
www.samsoncree.com 

SCN Calgary Urban 
Satellite Office
Address: 1603 10 Ave NW T3C 0J7
Coordinator: Kristen Wildcat Manybears. 
Work Cell: 825-484-0490
Work: 587-353-4002 
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